Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) Bid #063-FF03

Questions and Comments as of 09-14-2006

A) In the event my company has pizza products which are close but not identical to the stated specifications, such as utilizing a 50/50 blend of mozzarella / sub-mozzarella cheese, does Miami-Dade wish to have those items quoted, or are you strictly limiting your consideration to items which meet the specs? 
Items are required to meet or to exceed the specifications listed on the Format B Excel Spreadsheet.
B) I see no provision in any of the documents regarding a price adjustment upon an annual renewal. Is there any provision for price increase on the yearly renewals if mutually acceptable, or does Miami-Dade expect the same pricing to remain in place for a full four years(if renewals are requested)?
This item will be addressed in a future addendum.

Please monitor the M-DCPS Procurement Website regarding any addendums to be issued for this bid at the following address:
http://procurement.dadeschools.net/bidsol/asp/ENACT.asp
C) As the value of commodity mozzarella changes with each school year, will any provision be made for changes in that value as well?
With respect to the fact that the “Commodity Value” does change annually, this item is addressed in the bid document Attachment FS: Food Service Accounting Specifications on the second page under Section 6.
D) In the event we have a label, CN certification, or SEPDS approval PENDING (meaning it is currently in the hands of USDA or FNS for review and approval), are we permitted to submit that item with the provisional information in order to be considered for award?
Bidders are to submit proof of the CN label #, EPDS and/or SEPDS Contract with their bid submission or no later than five (5) days after request by M-DCPS. 
E) Is there a date on which this bid was released for publication on the website? 
This bid was posted on 09-07-2006.  Bidders should check their downloaded files to make sure they have received all pages to the bid documents.  Bidders are responsible for downloading all bid documents, including addendums and supplemental information.
F) As there are references to product samples in several places, am I correct in believing that samples do NOT need to be submitted until M-DCPS requests them specifically? 
 That is correct, samples may be requested at a later date if needed.
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G) Bid Item #6 Reads Pizza, Cheese 5" Round, Frozen Fully cooked with cheese Substitute
The product will be re-thermalized to the correct serving temperature as is the case  with all other items on the bid.
H) Under the cheese specification  it reads: the weight of cheese to a be a minimum of 1.5 oz 100% low moisture part skim mozzarella cheese per portion.  So is that product really a cheese substitute blend or should it be 100%?  Please advise.
1.5 ounces of the cheese topping must be Mozzarella, the 0.5 ounces may be from cheese substitute and/or protein-fortified crust to meet the 2 M/MA requirement.
I) Does the product have to contain 2 oz of mozzarella, if the product still meets 2 oz of CN M/MA (Meat / Meat Alternate).
This item will be addressed in a future addendum.
J) Is a reduced fat mozzarella that meets the standard of identity for mozzarella acceptable? 

Yes, a  reduced fat mozzarella is acceptable.
K) Is item # 6 a 50/50 mozzarella  / sub mozzarella or 100% mozzarella?  

 

50% RF/Part Skim Mozzarella : 50% substitute (50/50)
L) Are the 5" IW (Individually Wrapped) or bulk packaged?

We will take quotes on both IW and Bulk-packed.   However, they must be packed within the range stated for the Pack Size on the Format B Excel Worksheet.
M)  In Special Conditions #19 - Health Inspection:  The bid requests a Health Inspection Certificate from the Sate of Florida.  Since the plant is located out of state, will their certificate be accepted?
We will accept another State's Health Inspection Certificate.
N)  In Special Conditions #20 - U.S.D.A. Certification Document:  The USDA Certification Form is not included with bid as stated.  Where do I find requested form?
The document must be furnished by the bidder.  The USDA Certification is granted to the manufacturer.
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O) Under line Item 3 the sauce reads is to be mild to medium seasoned tomato sauce.  The weight of the seasoned cooked tomato sauce shall be a minimum of 2cn bread serving with a minimum of 1 cn bread serving of whole grain flour.  Part of the sauce and crust specs got combined?
 

 Yes, there is a typographical error on the sauce and crust specs for Item 3.  This item will be addressed in a future addendum.
P) Could I get the bid documents that I need to notarize in the state that I'm in? 
 Yes, you can notarize your bid documents in the state that your business is in.  There is space on the bid documents for the notary to fill in the state, along with other pertinent information they are required to fill out.
